
ENDURING LEGACY FROM THE ASHES: Mekeni leads business 
sector in unveiling Mt. Pinatubo commemorative marker

SC UNVEILS HISTORICAL MARKER, PLAQUE FOR 125th ANNIVERSARY
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Republic of the Philippines
Fourth Judicial Region

MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT IN CITIES
Branch 1

Dasmariňas City, Cavite
Mobile Nos. 0927-0251998/0969-2397661
Email Add: mtcc2das001@judiciary.gov.ph

IN THE MATTER OF THE PETITION FOR
JUDICIAL SETTLEMENT OF INTESTATE
ESTATE OF PRESUMPTIVELY DECEASED
SEBASTIAN R. RIOCASA, JR.,

		      Civil Case No. 26-SP-0001

JORIZ SEBASTIEN M. RIOCASA and
JESSE SEBASTIAN M. RIOCASA,
			   Petitioners.
x - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x

O R D E R

   Before this Court is a Petition for Judicial Settlement of 
the Intestate Estate of Presumptively Deceased Sebastian 
R. Riocasa, Jr. filed by petitioners Joriz Sebastien and 
Jesse Sebastian both surname Riocasa through counsel.
    
   The petition alleged that Sebastian R. Riocasa, Jr., has 
been missing for more than (11) years already, and at the 
time of his disappearance, he was seafarer on board GDF 
Suez Ghent, and a resident of Dasmariňas City, Cavite. 
He allegedly left behind parcels of land covered by and 
embraced in Transfer Certificate of Title No. T-118850 of 
the Registry of Deeds for the Province of Albay, registered 
in the name of Sebastian Riocasa, Jr., and Transfer 
Certificate of Title No. 057-2013027598 of the Registry of 
Deeds in the Province of Cavite, registered in the name of 
Sebastian Riocasa, Jr. married to Teresita Riocasa. The 
petition prays that the aforesaid properties be distributed 
among the heirs of Sebastian R. Riocasa, Jr., as listed in 
the petition, on the ground that Sebastain R. Riocasa, Jr. 
is allegedly “presumed dead”.
    
    Finding the petition to be sufficient in form and substance, 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that said petition has been set 
for hearing on August 4, 2026 at 1:30 in the afternoon, in 
this Court, on which date and place all persons named in 
the petition and/or any person interested is cited to appear 
and show cause why the same should not be granted.
    
    Let this NOTICE be published once a week for three (3) 
consecutive weeks in a newspaper of general circulation 
in the Cities and Province of Cavite, at the expense of the 
petitioners.
    
     Let copy of this Order be furnished the Office of the 
Clerk of Court, Regional Trial Court, Dasmariňas City, for 
the inclusion of this order in the raffle of notices.
    
   Likewise, furnished copy of this Order together with 
the petition and its attachments, the persons name in the 
petition as the surviving compulsory heirs.

     SO ORDERED.
     May 4, 2026
     Dasmariňas City, Cavite

				            (Sgd)
				    LIZA D. VICTA
			                   Presiding Judge

Copy furnished:
Atty. Salvador D. Estabillo
Counsel for the Petitioners
Asdelaw22gmail.com

Ms Teresita Bandagosa Riocasa
No. 891 University Homes, Washinton Drive, 
Old Albay District, Legaspi City

Ms. Carmen R. Riocasa
B9, Lot 6, Chester Place, Brgy. 1, Burol, Dasmarinas City, 
Cavite
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CLARK FREEPORT 
ZONE, Pampanga — A 
commemorative marker 
honoring the 1991 eruption 
of Mt. Pinatubo was unveiled 
at the Clark Parade Grounds, 
marking the 35th anniversary 
of one of the most defining 
natural disasters in Philippine 
history and highlighting a 
shared story of resilience, 
recovery, and regional 
transformation.
The marker was jointly initiated 
by the Holy Angel University– 
Center for Kapampangan 
Studies (HAU-CKS), the Clark 
Development Corporation 
(CDC), the Department of 
Science and Technology–
Philippine Institute of 
Volcanology and Seismology 
(DOST-PHIVOLCS), and 
Mekeni Food Corporation, 
which represented the 
business sector of Central 
Luzon during the ceremonial 
unveiling.
Former President Gloria 
Macapagal-Arroyo led the 

guests of honor, alongside 
CDC President and CEO 
Agnes VST Devanadera, 
representatives from the 
local governments of Angeles 
City and Mabalacat City, and 
partners from academia, 
science, and the private 
sector.
Mekeni Food Corporation 
President Pruds Garcia 
represented the business 
community, underscoring 
how the Pinatubo eruption 
reshaped not only the 
landscape of Central Luzon 
but also the trajectory of 
businesses that would later 
become drivers of its recovery.
Founded as a small backyard 
enterprise in Pampanga, 
Mekeni was among the many 
local businesses severely 
affected by the eruption 
and its aftermath. However, 
the crisis also became a 
turning point that redefined 
its mission, transforming 
survival into service, and 
rebuilding into purpose-

driven growth. From these 
beginnings, Mekeni evolved 
into a nationally recognized 
food manufacturing company, 
while maintaining deep roots 
in community development 
and regional pride.
In his statement, Garcia 
emphasized that the story of 
Mt. Pinatubo is inseparable 
from the story of Central 
Luzon’s resilience, noting 
that the disaster “became 
both a test and a catalyst” 
for businesses that chose to 
rebuild not only operations but 
also lives and communities.
Today’s unveiling of the 
commemorative marker serves 
as a collective remembrance 
of the eruption’s impact, 
while also recognizing the 
enduring legacy of recovery 
efforts that followed, anchored 
on collaboration between 
government, academia, 
science institutions, and the 
private sector.
Beyond remembrance, the 
initiative also highlights 

renewed opportunities for 
collaboration in heritage 
tourism, public education, and 
strategic communications, as 
Clark continues to position 
itself as a hub for history, 
innovation, and sustainable 
development.
For Mekeni, participation 
in the project reinforces its 
continuing commitment to be 
more than a business success 
story. It stands as a living 
example of how adversity can 
shape long-term purpose, 
where growth is measured not 
only in scale, but in contribution 
to community rebuilding and 
regional identity.
As Central Luzon reflects on 
35 years since Mt. Pinatubo’s 
eruption, the commemorative 
marker stands as a lasting 
symbol: from the ashes of 
devastation rose a shared 
legacy of resilience, with 
stories like Mekeni’s serving as 
enduring proof that rebuilding 
can become a foundation for 
legacy.

MANILA, Philippines — 
The Supreme Court of 
the Philippines officially 
unveiled a historical marker 
from the National Historical 
Commission of the Philippines 
(NHCP) on June 5, 2026, at the 
Supreme Court New Building 
in Padre Faura, Manila, as 
part of the celebration of the 
Court’s 125th Anniversary.
The unveiling ceremony was 
led by Chief Justice Alexander 
G. Gesmundo together with 
Associate Justices Alfredo 
Benjamin S. Caguioa, Amy 
C. Lazaro-Javier, Rodil 
V. Zalameda, Jose Midas 
P. Marquez, and Raul B. 
Villanueva.
Also present during the event 
were Manila Mayor Francisco 
'Isko Moreno' Domagoso, 
NHCP Commissioners Lisa 
Guerrero Nakpil, Maria Eloisa 
P. De Castro, and Francis M. 
Navarro, as well as University 
of the Philippines Manila 
Chancellor Dr. Michael L. Tee.
The NHCP grants historical 
markers to sites, institutions, 
structures, individuals, 
and events with significant 
historical and cultural value. 
The installation of the marker 
officially recognizes the 
Supreme Court New Building 
as an Important Cultural 
Property, safeguarding it from 
exportation, modification, or 
demolition.
Originally constructed between 
1928 and 1930 as the main 
library of the University of the 
Philippines, the building was 
designed by renowned Filipino 
architect Antonio Toledo in 
the neoclassical tradition. 
Following the transfer of 
UP to Diliman in 1949, the 

structure became home to 
the Department of Foreign 
Affairs until it was renovated 
and formally designated as 
the new seat of the Supreme 
Court in 1991.
The historical marker 
chronicles the evolution of the 
Supreme Court since its formal 
establishment through Act No. 
136 on June 11, 1901, under 
the leadership of the first Chief 
Justice, Cayetano Arellano. 
The Court’s early sessions 
were held at the Audiencia 
building in Intramuros before 
relocating to the Ayuntamiento 
building in 1938. Following 
the destruction of the 
Ayuntamiento during World 
War II, the Court temporarily 
transferred to the Budget 
Commission building, now 
known as Mabini Hall, in 
Malacañang.
In succeeding decades, the 
Court occupied Villamor Hall 
at UP Manila, now referred 
to as the Supreme Court 
Old Building, which currently 
houses the Office of the 
Court Administrator and the 
Judiciary Memorabilia Hall. 
Adjacent to it is the Centennial 
Building, completed in 
2002 and designed by 
Palafox Associates, which 
accommodates several key 
support offices of the Court.
Speaking on behalf of 
the Court, Justice Raul B. 
Villanueva emphasized 
that the historical marker 
symbolizes the enduring role 
of the judiciary in Philippine 
democracy.
“The marker serves as a 
constant reminder that the 
Court is not merely a majestic 
building, but a continuity of 

principle that has outlasted 
regimes, wars, and even 
the destruction of the very 
buildings where it once sat,” 
Justice Villanueva said.
He further underscored the 
Supreme Court’s role in 
safeguarding democracy, 
protecting constitutional rights, 
and ensuring the rule of law.
“Every landmark decision, 
doctrine, and legal precedent 
handed down from this Court 
has woven itself into the very 
fabric of the Republic, giving 
citizens the assurance that 
justice prevails over might,” he 
added.
Supreme Court Spokesperson 
Atty. Camille Sue Mae L. 
Ting likewise reflected on the 
institution’s resilience through 
generations of justices and 
reforms.
“Through the years, the 
Supreme Court has faced both 
progress and challenge—from 
war and occupation to periods 
that tested its independence. 
Yet, it endured,” Atty. Ting 
stated.
She also highlighted the 
Court’s continuing reforms 
under the Strategic Plan 
for Judicial Innovations 
2022–2027 (SPJI), aimed 
at improving efficiency, 
accessibility, and innovation 
in the justice system for all 
Filipinos.
“These markers are more than 
reminders of our past. They 
remind us of the responsibility 
we carry today and the legacy 
we leave for tomorrow,” she 
said.
NHCP Executive Director 
Carminda R. Arevalo, in her 
message, emphasized the 
enduring trust of the Filipino 

people in the Supreme Court 
throughout its 125-year 
history.
“Sa loob ng 125 taon, 
nanatiling matibay ang tiwala 
at paggalang ng mga Pilipino 
sa Korte Suprema bilang 
pangunahing tagapagtaguyod 
ng Saligang Batas at taga-
pangalaga ng katarungan,” 
Arevalo said.
During the ceremony, the 
Certificate of Transfer and 
Acceptance of the Historical 
Marker was formally signed 
by Supreme Court Clerk of 
Court En Banc Atty. Marife M. 
Lomibao-Cuevas and NHCP 
Executive Director Arevalo, 
witnessed by Atty. Ting and 
NHCP Deputy Executive 
Director for Programs and 
Projects Alvin R. Alcid.
Chief Justice Gesmundo 
and the Associate Justices 
also unveiled the Supreme 
Court 125th Anniversary 
commemorative plaque, which 
designates the Supreme Court 
New Building as the Court’s 
principal seat from 1991 to the 
present and honors the Chief 
Justices and current members 
of the Supreme Court En Banc 
who have served there.
The unveiling ceremony 
forms part of the year-long 
celebration of the Supreme 
Court’s 125th Anniversary 
under the theme, “SC: 
125 Years of Tradition and 
Innovation,” highlighting 
the Court’s commitment to 
preserving the rich history 
and heritage of the Philippine 
Judiciary while continuing to 
advance judicial reforms and 
public service.( SC Office of 
the Spokesperson)


