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DEED OF EXTRAJUDICIAL 
SETTLEMENT OF ESTATE

NOTICE is hereby given that RHODERICK LOPENA 
YUCHONGCO, who died on September 18, 2025 at Bacoor 
City, Province of Cavite left his SAVINGS ACCOUNT with 
SECURITY BANK – Clark – Medical City, Pampanga 
under ACCOUNT NO. 0000065533751 with an outstanding 
balance of ONE HUNDRED EIGHTEEN THOUSAND 
TWENTY-SEVEN PESOS 78/100 (P118,027.78), was 
extrajudicially settled by the heirs, executed before Notary 
Public Atty. Andres M. Alba as per Doc. No. 35; Page No. 8; 
Book No. CXXIII; Series of 2026.

Under the visionary leadership 
of Regional Director Engr. 
Sammy P. Malawan, PhD, 
the Department of Science 
and Technology Region XII 
(DOST XII) Food Safety Team, 
in active collaboration with 
the Department of Agriculture 
through the Agricultural 
Training Institute (ATI-RTC XII), 
successfully conducted the 
"Training of Trainers on Cacao 
Post-Harvest Management, 
Processing, and Marketing" 
on May 19, 2026, at Belo 
Hall, ATI-RTC XII, San Felipe, 
Tantangan, South Cotabato.
The intensive training gathered 
key agricultural frontline 
workers and stakeholders 
from MAFAR BARMM, LGU-
Midsayap, LGU-Kidapawan, 
LGU-Carmen, LGU-
Kapalawan SGA BARMM, 
LGU-Makilala, LGU-Lake 
Sebu, LGU-Banisilan, LGU-
Matalam, LGU-General 
Santos City, and LGU-Maasim, 
alongside local cacao farmers.
A major highlight of the activity 
was the comprehensive 
technical session led by 
Ms. Maritzu P. Salipada-
Sinolinding, RCh, MFSM, the 
Food Safety Team Leader of 
DOST XII. Ms. Sinolinding 
mastered a critical deep-dive 
into the "Introduction to Food 
Safety and Sanitation" and 
"Current Good Manufacturing 
Practices (cGMP)" tailored 
directly for cacao processing. 
Her discussion highlighted the 
science behind proper food 
handling, rigorous sanitation, 
and strict quality assurance 
parameters required to 
transition local cacao into safe, 
premium-grade, and export-
ready commodities.
Through this collaborative 
"Training of Trainers" model 
championed by Dir. Malawan, 
DOST XII intends to create a 
powerful multiplier effect. By 
arming Agricultural Extension 
Workers (AEWs) with rigid 
scientific methodologies, 
they are fully empowered 
to cascade these modern, 
compliant processing practices 
directly to grassroots farming 
communities across the region.
This science-driven approach 
ensures that our local chocolate 
and cacao products don’t just 
capture markets locally but 
confidently meet world-class 
food safety regulations.
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SSS rolls out nationwide Palengke 
Caravan to bring mobile services 
closer to grassroot communities

QUEZON CITY – The Social 
Security System (SSS) has 
deployed its mobile e-Wheels 
to public markets and 
barangays across selected 
towns and cities nationwide 
as part of weeklong Palengke 
Caravan, aimed at reducing 
travel time, long queues, 
and transaction difficulties 
experienced by workers, 
pensioners, and beneficiaries.
The caravan supports 
the directive of President 
Ferdinand R. Marcos Jr. to 
bring public services faster 
and closer to the people, 
particularly in underserved and 
hard-to-reach communities.
“For many pensioners, 
informal workers, and 
members in underserved 
communities, even a single 
branch visit can mean 
transportation expenses, 
lost income, and hours spent 
in line,” SSS President and 
Chief Executive Officer Robert 
Joseph M. De Claro said.
“Through the SSS e-Wheels 
/ Palengke Caravan, we are 
bringing government services 
directly to communities so 
people can access assistance 
and complete transactions 
closer to where they live and 
work,” he added.
He explained that the SSS is 
holding a caravan in public 
markets to bring its services 
directly to market vendors 
and ambulant sellers who 
are unable to visit branch 
offices because they cannot 
leave their small businesses 
unattended.  
The SSS e-Wheels will be 
deployed in Metro Manila 
starting on May 25, which 
targets to serve around 21,500 
clients. It will be followed by 

caravan activities in Calapan, 
Oriental Mindoro; Legazpi, 
Albay; Silay City, Negros 
Occidental; and Siargao 
Island, Surigao del Norte 
on May 27. The nationwide 
caravan will conclude on May 
28 in Virac, Catanduanes.
The mobile caravan will offer 
services including employer 
registration, inquiries 
and verification, Annual 
Confirmation of Pensioners 
or ACOP, updating of member 
data records, issuance of 
SSS numbers and forms, and 
online-related transactions 
such as My.SSS registration, 
password resetting, 
Payment Reference Number 
generation, pension loan 
applications, and benefit claim 
applications.
SSS will also deploy for the 
first time the newly launched 
facial authentication with 
liveness check for ACOP 
verification during mobile 
service operations, allowing 
eligible pensioners to 
complete verification faster 
and more conveniently without 
visiting branches.
From January to April 2026, 
the SSS conducted a total 
of 3,294 e-Wheels activities 
nationwide, serving 239,367 
members and residents in 
last-mile communities. In 
2024, the SSS e-Wheels 
Program received the ASEAN 
Social Security Association 
Recognition Award in the 
innovation category.
“By bringing services closer 
to the people, we are making 
SSS more accessible, more 
responsive and convenient for 
workers, pensioners, and their 
families,” De Claro said. 

The Department of Science 
and Technology Ilocos Region 
(DOST Ilocos Region), under 
the leadership of Regional 
Director Teresita A. Tabaog, 
served as resource speakers 
during the "Capturing 
Stories through the Lens: 
Basic Photography and 
Photojournalism Training” 
organized by the Technical 
Education and Skills 
Development Authority 
Regional Office No. 1 (TESDA 
RO1), headed by Regional 
Director Ramon Evan T. Ruiz, 

held on May 19–20, 2026 at 
the TESDA Regional Office I.
More than simply teaching 
participants how to take photos, 
the training emphasized the 
power of photography and 
storytelling in documenting 
realities, preserving moments, 
and communicating stories 
that matter.
As part of the second day of 
the workshop, Mr. Lemuel G. 
Castigo, Science Research 
Specialist I, and Karl Anthony 
M. Bugar, Project Technical 
Assistant II, shared their 

expertise in photography, 
visual storytelling, 
photojournalism, and mobile 
content creation through 
engaging discussions and 
hands-on activities.
The activity equipped 
participants with practical 
knowledge on camera 
handling, composition 
techniques, lighting principles, 
visual storytelling, ethical 
documentation, and mobile 
reels creation — essential 
skills in today’s fast-paced 
digital communication 
landscape.
Mr. Bugar first discussed 
the technical foundations of 
photography, including camera 
basics and functions, proper 
handling of camera settings, 
composition techniques, and 
lighting principles. He also 
highlighted the importance of 
understanding the Exposure 
Triangle — aperture, shutter 
speed, and ISO — as the heart 
of every well-crafted image.
“Ang Exposure Triangle ang 
pinaka-basic foundation 
ng photography. Mas 
mahalagang maintindihan 
ito dahil dito nagsisimula 
ang tamang pagkuha at pag-
control ng bawat shot. At kung 
walang light, walang photo 
— ganoon lang kasimple 
ang photography,” Mr. Bugar 
explained.
Participants were introduced 
to the science behind 
capturing images and how 
proper control of light, timing, 
and composition can transform 
ordinary shots into compelling 
photographs.
Following the photography 
session, Mr. Castigo 
discussed the fundamentals 
of photojournalism and visual 
storytelling, emphasizing that 
powerful photographs are not 
only technically good — they 
should also tell meaningful 
stories.
“Anyone can take a photo. But 
not everyone can tell a story in 
one frame. Kaya mula ngayon, 
huwag lang tayong basta 
magpicture. Mag-document. 
Magkuwento at mag-capture 
ng mga moments na may 
meaning,” he shared.
He further discussed the 
importance of ethical 
storytelling, identifying 
impactful shots, caption 
writing using the Five Ws, 
proper documentation, and 
creating engaging reels using 
mobile phones to effectively 
communicate stories to the 
public.
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confidently meet world-class 
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PHILHEALTH ADOPTS 
FOUR-DAY WORKWEEK FOR 

ENERGY CONSERVATION
In line with Memorandum 
Circular No, 1 14, s. 2026 
issued by the Office of the 
President which directs 
all government agencies 
to implement strict energy 

conservation measures while 
ensuring the continuous 
delivery of public services, 
PhilHealth Regional Office 
IV-A and its Local Health 
Insurance Offices (LHIOs) will 
adopt a Compressed (Four-
Day) Workweek Arrangement.
Starting June 15, 2026, 
PhilHealth offices in Region 4A 
[Quezon, Laguna, and Cavite] 
will be open to the public from 
7:00 AM to 6:00 PM, Monday 
to Thursday only. Fridays, 
Saturdays, and Sundays will 
be observed as non-working 
days.
This arrangement aims to 
reduce energy consumption, 
optimize the use of office 
facilities, and support a more 
sustainable and efficient work 
environment while maintaining 
the PhilHealth's commitment 
to uninterrupted public service.
The public is advised to plan 
their visits and transactions 
accordingly. For online 
services and inquiries, you 
may visit the official PhilHealth 
website or use our digital 
channels.
Please be guided accordingly.
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NOTICE is hereby given that AURELIA A. ME-
DRANO, EDELYN M. ESCUDERO, MYLENE M. 
TRINIDAD & FERDINAND A. MEDRANO of legal 
age, Filipino residing at 301 INT. San Rafael II, Novel-
eta, Cavite, after being sworn in accordance with law, 
depose and state are the registered owner and stock-
holder of the Manila Electric Company (MERALCO) 
Common Stock, details of which are as follows: 

That despite diligent efforts having been exerted the 
same could not be located. That we executing this af-
fidavit to attest to the truth of the foregoing statements 
and for the Issuance of a new stock certificate, executed 
on May 5, 2026 before Notary Public Atty. Mariecel N. 
Macapagal-Lasaleta as per Doc No. 507; Page 103; 
Book IX; Series of 2026. 

AFFIDAVIT OF LOSS 
With Undertaking

    Cert. No.	   Share	          Issue Date	

    A0539803                 468                 09/21/2000	

    A0653647                   78                 10/04/2007	
    B0283879                 312                 09/21/2000	

The workshop became more 
dynamic as participants 
applied the concepts through 
practical shooting exercises, 
output presentations, and 
interactive critiquing sessions 
where creativity, technical 
skills, and storytelling were 
put into action behind every 
frame.
More than a technical training, 
the activity served as a 
reminder that photography 
is a powerful tool for 
communication and public 
service — one that can 
capture reality, amplify stories, 
and preserve moments that 
inspire communities.
Through initiatives like this, 
DOST Ilocos Region continues 
to strengthen partnerships with 
regional agencies by sharing 
knowledge and technical 
expertise in communication, 
media, and digital content 
development anchored on 
science, technology, and 
innovation. (Karl Antrhony 
M. Bugar and Lemuel G. 
Castigo)


