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LIPA CITY, Batangas 
– The Department of 
Agriculture-Calabarzon 
(DA-4A) announced the 
impending implementation 
of 80 farm-to-market road 
development projects 
(FMRDP) in 2024, with a 
combined cost of almost 
PHP1.3 billion.
Romelo Reyes, chief 
of DA-4A’s Regional 
Agricultural Engineering 
Division, told the Philippine 
News Agency on Friday 
that a better road network 
in the five-province region 
will facilitate the quicker 
delivery of farm and ocean 
produce to consumers.
This, in turn, will lead to 
less spoilage of perishable 
goods, which is a major 
contributor to food 
inflation.
“The producers [farmers 
and fisherfolk] can transport 
their products to traders 
and consumers without 
difficulty and they will be 
able to get better prices 
and broader reach for their 
products,” Reyes said.
He revealed that 10 projects 
are allocated to Cavite worth 
PHP181 million; 11 projects 
for Laguna amounting to 
PHP195 million; 29 projects 
in Batangas worth PHP467 
million; nine projects in 
Rizal worth PHP145 million; 
and 21 projects in Quezon 
worth PHP280 million.
Meanwhile, Reyes said 
each District Engineering 

Office of the Department of 
Public Works and Highways 
(DPWH) reported to the 
DA the status of various 
FMRDP currently under 
construction.
The assessment activity 
ensured that Agricultural 
and Biosystems and 
Engineering Management 
Information System is in 
place to properly implement 
the projects.
By virtue of a memorandum 
of agreement (MOA), the 
DA has partnered with 
the DPWH for the FMR 
projects.
Under the MOA, the DA 
is the agency responsible 
for promoting agricultural 
development by providing 
and drafting policies, 
public investment, and 
services and support 
needed for domestic and 
export-oriented business 
enterprises.
The DPWH is the agency 
assigned to engineering 
and construction, and is 
responsible for planning, 
designing, building, and 
ensuring that infrastructure 
and facilities are maintained 
in accordance with 
established standards.
“The partnership of the 
DA and DPWH is very 
important because here, 
there is unity to quickly and 
smoothly implement the 
programs especially in the 
FMRDP,” Reyes added. 
(PNA)

DOH ensures steady water supply 
for hospitals as El Niño looms

CALAMBA CITY, Laguna 
(PIA) – Regional hospitals 
and other health facilities 
in the Calabarzon region 
are working to ensure a 
steady water and energy 
supply as El Niño reaches 
its peak.
Nurse Lancellot Villareal, 
Assistant Manager for 
Disaster Risk Reduction 
and Management for 
Health (DRRM-H) said 
the Department of Health 
(DOH) has advised 
hospitals and other 
healthcare facilities to 
adopt measures to mitigate 
the effects of El Niño on the 
health sector.
Villareal affirmed that 
hospitals and other health 
facilities in the region 
are committed to provide 
consistent and ample 
water and energy supply 
to sustain vital service 
delivery.
“This is included in their 
respective DRRM-H plans 
which require them to 
prepare enough drinking 
and domestic-use water 
that can last for at least 
three (3) days,” Villareal 
said in a meeting with the 
region’s El Niño Team.
The Health Department 
continuously coordinates 
with water concessionaires, 
local government units, 
and local water service 
providers in prioritizing 
health facilities for early 
water reserve allocations.
“We also suggested to them 
to coordinate with their local 
water concessionaires and 
local BFP [Bureau of Fire 
Protection] that in times 
of low water supply, they 

will be prioritized in the 
provision of water supply,” 
she said.
The health official adds 
that hospitals must also 
initiate water management 
strategies on storing, 
reusing, and sourcing 
alternatives, reducing 
water loss, and securing 
water sources during 
emergencies.
“We are expecting that 
water and energy supply 
in our hospitals and Rural 
Health Units to last for at 
least three (3) days. This 
includes gasoline needed 
to keep their generators 
running.”
In 2017, the Health 
Department released its 
Administrative Order 2017-
0010 to set the Philippine 
National Standards for 
Drinking Water, including 
drinking water quality, 
water sampling methods, 
distribution of drinking 
water, evaluation, 
quality control for water 
laboratories and, Water 
Safety Plan and Drinking-
water Quality Surveillance.
With the higher 
temperature and low water 
supply, the DOH said they 
are expecting a rise in 
infectious, dermatologic, 
food and waterborne, or 
systemic illnesses due to 
prolonged exposure to 
heat and unsafe access 
to bodies of water such 
as cholera, typhoid fever, 
Hepatitis A, Rotavirus, 
Parasitic shellfish 
poisoning, and dysentery.
Villareal warns, “Diarrhea is 
very common among these 
diseases. That is why we 
are also encouraging our 
facilities to be prepared to 
address these diseases, 
such as training their 
staff and procurement of 
medicines.”
The Philippine 
Atmospheric, Geophysical 
and Astronomical Services 
Administration (PAGASA) 
said the Calabarzon region 
may experience weather 
conditions ranging from 
dry to drought by the end 
of November, with the 
provinces of Batangas 
and Cavite experiencing 
drought conditions by 
December this year. (PB)

There’s more to tobacco 
other thansmoking

LAOAG CITY — The 
National Tobacco 
Administration, through 
its Industrial Research 
D e p a r t m e n t - P r o d u c t 
Development Division, has 
been promoting tobacco 
plants and their alternative 
uses for food and medicinal 
use, among others.
Over the years, tobacco 
plant has been cultivated 
mainly for its leaves but 
there is more to this smart 
crop, Juanito Maloom, chief 
science research specialist 
of the NTA, said in an 
interview Monday.
As part of promoting 
tobacco by-products, 
the agency has started 

collaborating with local 
government units in 
tobacco-growing provinces 
such as Ilocos Norte.
"With the development of 
other tobacco products, 
tobacco may still prove to 
be the crop of the future,” 
he said.
Among the tobacco by-
products that NTA has 
developed so far are bio-
pesticides, ointments and 
liniments for animals, 
handmade papers, and 
novelty items like wall 
dividers, baskets, hand 
fans, and wall decors. 
Maloom said the by-
products are now up for 
technology transfer and 
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CITY OF IMUS, CAVITE

NATIONAL HOME MORTGAGE
FINANCE CORPORATION,	
		  Mortgagee/Assignee,		
     -versus-					   
	        EXTRA-JUDICIAL FORECLOSURE OF 
	        REAL ESTATE MORTGAGE UNDER
	        ACT 3135 AS AMENDED BY ACT 4118
	        FC CASE NO. 18705-23

YOLANDA P. RELLES, for herself 
and as Atty.-in-Fact of her husband 
EFREN SANTIAGO T. RELLES
		  Mortgagors,
x - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - x

NOTICE OF EXTRA-JUDICIAL SALE

Upon extra-judicial petition for sale under Act 3135 
as amended by Act 4118 filed by NATIONAL HOME 
MORTGAGE FINANCE CORPORATION, mortgagee/
assignee, with principal place of business at 104 Amorsolo 
St., Legaspi Village, Makati City against YOLANDA P. 
RELLES, for herself and as Atty.-in-Fact of her husband 
EFREN SANTIAGO T. RELLES, mortgagors, with residential 
and postal address at Lot 11 Blk. 4 Lakersfields Subd., Bo. 
Toclong, Kawit, Cavite and #624 Plaza Lorenzo Ruiz, Rm 
650 6th Floor, Wellington Bldg., Binondo, Metro Manila, to 
satisfy the mortgage indebtedness which as of September 
30, 2023 amounts to ONE MILLION FIVE HUNDRED 
NINETEEN THOUSAND SIX HUNDRED NINETY FOUR 
PESOS & 73/100 (P1,519,694.73), Philippine Currency, 
excluding interest, penalties, attorney’s fees, sheriff’s fees 
and all other charges incidental to this foreclosure and sale 
the undersigned will sell at public auction on January 16, 
2024 at 10:00 A.M. or soon thereafter at the main entrance 
of the Office of the Clerk of Court, RTC-Imus Hall of Justice, 
Aguinaldo Highway, Imus City, Cavite to the highest bidder, 
for CASH and in the Philippine Currency, the following 
properties with all improvements therein, to wit:

TRANSFER CERTIFICATE OF TITLE No. T-511127-

“A parcel of land (lot 11, Blk. 4, of the cons./subd. plan, Pcs-
042111-008660, being a portion of the cons. of Lots 1 & 2,  
Psu-246995, LRC Rec. No.  ), situated in the Brgy. of Toclong, 
Mun. of Kawit, Prov. of Cavite,  Bounded on the SW., along 
line 1-2  by  Lot 9, Blk. 4; on the NW., along line 2-3 by Rd. 
Lot 3;  on the NE., along line 3-4 by Lot 13, Blk. 4; on the 
SE, along line 4-1 by Lot 12, all of the cons./subd. plan  x x x 
containing an area of  SEVENTY (70) SQ. METERS ” x x x
       
All sealed bids must be submitted to the undersigned on the 
above stated time and date.

In the event the public auction should not take place on the 
said date, it shall be held on January 23, 2024 at 10:00 A.M. 
without further notice.

Prospective bidders/buyers are hereby enjoined to 
investigate for themselves the title to the said properties and 
encumbrance therein if any there be.

Imus, Cavite, November 24, 2023.
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commercialization.
"Being biodegradable, 
they are particularly 
appealing alternatives 
to synthetic pesticides 
and fertilizers, especially 
during these times of 
high-level consciousness 
for environment-friendly 
technologies, and the fact 
that synthetic fertilizers 
and pesticides are very 
expensive,” he said.
To date, the potential of 
tobacco as a source of food 
and feeds are also being 
explored in support of the 
government’s food security 
program, he said. (PNA)


